
A text by Jnan Adhin, written in Nieuw-Nickerie on March 10th 1957, as 
cited by his son Rakesh Adhin at the presentation of the newest addi-
tions of Surinamese heroes by artist Erico Smit on the Dja Dja Skotu, 
Zus & Zo, October 2009.

“The solution to the culture issues in Suriname can, in our opinion, 
never be found in uniformity of religion and culture, for that would only 
result in cultural poverty. A garden wins so much more in attractive-
ness, when it harbors a variety of types and colors of flowers, which 
look beautiful together and do not sponge on each other, but rather 
complement each other. Diversity, if underpinned by a deeper unity, is 
the symbol of vibrancy and vitality; uniformity is the symbol of bore-
dom and deathliness.
Let no Group consider itself inferior or superior, but rather equal, 
though uniquely different. Let each Group in its own characteristic 
way, in active cooperation and harmony with other groups, contribute 
its own to the cultural and social development of Suriname. Let there 
be no uniformity and monotony, but rather unity in diversity!” 

“unity in diversity”
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Dear reader
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PARAmARiBO SPAN
“For the first time”, “unique”, “quite remarkable” and “historical occasion/occurrence”: all 
these terms can be applied to the art project which is currently taking shape behind the scene:  

Paramaribo SPAN. In honor of her 145th anniversary De Surinaamsche Bank N.V. offers her  
previous directors residence in the backyard of the head office at the Henck Arronstraat, as a 
platform for Young artists (19 from Suriname and 10 from the Netherlands). On the 26th of  
February there will be a celebratory opening for invited guests and from February 27th until the 
14th of March the exhibition is open for everybody who wants to experience this unique show.  

Paramaribo SPAN is a different and exiting exhibition which linobody should miss! 

The idea for this exhibition originated when the counterparts of the ArtRoPa-project started think-
ing about an appropriate way to conclude the cultural exchange project of the CBK – Centre for  
Visual Art Rotterdam, during which artists from Rotterdam worked in Suriname for some time while 
artists from Paramaribo on the other hand spent a few weeks working in Rotterdam. De Surinaam-

sche Bank who celebrates her 145th anniversary this year, joined in the plans. Also joining was KIT 

Publishers who will publish a spectacular book on the occasion of this exhibition. 

For the first time ... so many Young artists received such great freedom to work and create. This 
has led in many of these artists to the creation of Works of art, with which certainly for Suriname, 
new avenues are explored. Images on film in combination with an installation consisting of empty 
bottles and cans which together make a statement about life in the big city: a creation of Steve 
Ammersingh. The project Een Lekkers from Ellen Ligteringen includes among other things choco-
late bonbons of which the reactions of ‘taste persons’ will be recorded.

         

Jeroen Jongeleen presents an in-
stallation with a multitude of moni-
tors on pedestals on which street 
images are shown. A cupboard in 
which there are replicas of brains: 
an idea which originated in the brain 
of Raoul Neto Wongsodihardjo. In 
the backyard a small shed in which 
stands a triptych by Sunil Puljhun 
about traveling through time. In 
short: a vibrant and dynamic show 
of expressive manifestations. The 
public will also be able to experi-
ence art in a new and different way: 
an eye opening experience.

text Marieke Visser 

De fatu bangi symbolizes extremely well what Para-

maribo SPAN stands for: the Surinamese element, 

not always obvious, and the universal chill-/fatu-/

lime-feeling ...

(Photo: Jurgen Lisse, 2010)

Sunil Puljhun, Time Will Tell,  
mixed media, 2010
(Photo: Sunil Puljhun, 2010)

Bas Princen, 
Sedimentation Reservoir, 
LAMBDA print, 2009 
(Foto: Bas Princen, 2009)

Raul Neto Wongsodihardjo,  
Split Personality, design, 2009
(Courtesy: Raul Neto Wongsodihardjo) 

With great pride we present the second edition of Sranan Art Xposed. The enthusiasm 
with which our First edition was received by our readers has been truly overwhelming!  
When we first started brainstorming about the possibilities of a Surinamese art mag-
azine, be it in print or digital, we did of course have certain expectations. Everyone 
involved in the production of Sranan Art Xposed has great confidence and believe in  
Surinamese art. As we wrote in the previous edition: Surinamese art is on the move. 
There is a lot going on, the attention is increasing and Surinamese art is spreading 
its wings to make its mark on the rest of the World. That Sranan Art Xposed would 
result in positive reactions, that is something we knew we could count on. But this has 
exceeded all our expectations! 

An inbox where the new registrations kept coming in! From all corners of the world, from 
the Netherlands and from Switzerland, from Paramaribo and from Nieuw-Nickerie, from 
North Carolina and from Port of Spain. 

“Just feasted on your new initiative, for a little while it made me forget about my  
irritation with the cold and rain”

“Very interesting!”  

“Ladies, Congratulations! What a great magazine...And from a Dutch autumn 
drool still quite a few Caribbean/tropical inspiring thoughts manage to reach me!”

“What a fantastic initiative!”

Also from the South of Spain a very special reaction: 

“Dear kondreman (fellow countrymen),

From the South of Spain I want to wish you the best of luck with the beautiful art 
collection. My friend sent me this and with open mouth I sat and looked at all the 
talent in Suriname. I moved to the Netherlands in 1958, so when I went back to  
Suriname after 31 years I was amazed at all the changes. I am so proud to see all 
that my fellow countrymen paint and sculpt. I have been living in Spain for 26 
years and have enjoyed 6 years of paint- and drawing lessons. Quite a lot has come 
from my hands in the past years. (…) My name is Carla May; I am almost 72 
years old. With God’s will I hope to travel to Suriname again next year (…). I wish 
you the best of luck and hope to visit the Readytex Art Gallery when I get back. 

Sincere regards, Carla May”

The team of Sranan Art Xposed consists of Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld, Sabine Jong 
A Lock and Marieke Visser in Suriname and Priscilla Tosari in the Netherlands. Ready-
tex Art Gallery helps make Sranan Art Xposed possible.

Enjoy!
Cassandra, Marieke, Priscilla & Sabine

The images on the right, as well as 
Let Them Talk by Risk Hazekamp 
which is used on the cover,  
were made for Paramaribo SPAN.

http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com
www.dsbbank.sr
http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com
www.artropa.nl
http://www.kitpublishers.nl/smartsite.shtml?ch=FAB&id=33693&ItemID=2777
http://www.kitpublishers.nl/smartsite.shtml?ch=FAB&id=33693&ItemID=2777
http://www.flu01.com/
http://srananart.wordpress.com/
http://srananart.wordpress.com/
http://srananart.wordpress.com/
http://srananart.wordpress.com/
http://srananart.wordpress.com/


Thus two new lines of communication are opened up, easier contact becomes possible, and 
more importantly: communication, with people all over the world. Speaking in Wakaman-terms: at  
Paramaribo SPAN there is also a great deal of: drawing lines, connecting dots. 

For the first time ... Previously De Surinaamsche Bank has already proven to be an important sup-
porter ofvisual art. Five years ago the bank’s 140th anniversary was also celebrated with an art 
exhibition. At that time, the title of the exhibition as well as the supporting publication by Chandra 
van Binnendijk was Zichtbaar. On display then, was the bank’s own private collection, a valuable 
collection which has grown steadily throughout the years and which is unanimously commended 
by art connoisseurs. With this event the bank has set a trend and other organizations have since 
shown that they also believe that visual art plays an important role in social ánd economic live. But 
this time around, the bank takes it one step further. By basically saying to the curators and the art-
ists: “The floor is yours!” the bank offers not simply a platform, but also a leg up towards a future 
where so much more seems possible, a future which is wide open.

Paramaribo SPAN: 

what – where – when – who – entrance – more information   

What: 
Paramaribo SPAN. Contemporary art in Suriname

Where: 
De Surinaamsche Bank N.V., Henck Arronstraat 26-30, Paramaribo

When: 
2 February 27th - March 14th. Mo-Fri.: 17:00 – 21:00, 

Sat: 17:00 – 22:00 and Sun: 10:00 – 13:00 & 17:00 – 20:00

Who: 
Steve Ammersingh, Pierre Bong a Jan, Dani Djojoatmo, 

Karel Doing, Ken Doorson, PLU de la Fuente, Risk Hazekamp, 

Casper Hoogzaad, Sri Irodikromo, Jeroen Jongeleen, 

Ellen Ligteringen, Jurgen Lisse, Kurt Nahar, Marcel Pinas, 

Bas Princen, Sunil Puljhun, Ravi Rajcoomar, 

Dhiradj Ramsamoedj, Arnold Schalks, Otto Snoek, 

George Struikelblok, Navin Thakoer, Roberto Tjon A Meeuw, 

Roddney Tjon Poen Gie, Jhunry Udenhout, 

Raul Neto Wongsodihardjo, Hulya Yilmaz, Sirano Zalman 

& Mels van Zutphen

Entrance: Free

more information: http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com/
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Ellen Ligteringens kitchen table: the  
Een Lekkers-project during preparation
(Photo: Ellen Ligteringen, 2010)

Pierre Bong A Jan has made his  
own tattoo machine 
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009 )

George Struikelblok, design for sticker, 
theme: growth, 2010
(Courtesy: George Struikelblok)

Ken Doorson, Tipple Box (prototype), 2010
(Courtesy: Ken Doorson)

Dhiradj Ramsamoedj, 
Flexibel mannetje (self portrait), 2009 

(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)
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For the first time ... there is an exhibition where there is such 
a large role reserved for a curator. The word ‘curator’ in this 
case means ‘exhibition creator’. In my knowledge the only 
time in the past when a curator consciously set out to put 

together a show in Suriname, was for the exhibition Synergy  
in the Instituto Venezolano Para la Cultura y la Cooperación 
(IVCC), in 2007. Gallery owner Monique Nouh Chaia made 
a carefully thought out selection for the exhibition and dis-
played the work in the space according to her own insights 
based upon a preconceived concept. For the exhibition 

Wakaman Drawing lines – connecting dots there was also a 
curator who worked closely together with the Wakaman-
artists: visual artist and co-initiator of the Wakaman-pro- 
ject Remy Jungerman. For Paramaribo SPAN the selection 

of Suriname artists was made by curator/artist Christopher  

Cozier from Trinidad & Tobago. Thomas Meijer zu Schlochtern 
of het Centrum voor Beeldende Kunsten te Rotterdam  
(Center for Visual Arts in Rotterdam) was responsible for the  
selection of artworks which the Dutch participants of the 

ArtRoPa-project made as a result of their stay in Suriname. 

For the first time ... an exhibition of visual art will be so much 
more than just a collection of exhibited artwork. This is an 
entire happening. For the duration of the exhibition there are 
numerous activities, such as a lively discussion afternoon 
about visual art and a bus 
trip to Moengo, to Marcel  
Pinas’ project. There is also 

a hot party on the agenda and there are plenty of interaction 
possibilities with the artists, some of whom will open their ate-
liers to visitors during the exhibition. For Dhiradj Ramsamoedj 
the place where he works is in fact the most important part of 
his contribution to the exhibition.

For the first time... the Surinamese art world enters into the dig-
ital world on such a large scale, taking steps into cyber space. 

In the build-up to the exhibition Nicholas Laughlin from Trinidad 

has created a Paramaribo SPAN-(web)blog with the Surinamese  
and Dutch artists. He aims to initiate a discussion about 
the cooperation and the position of Surinamese visual art.  

There is also a Paramaribo SPAN Group on Facebook. 

http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/event.asp?menuid=17&site=arts&id=30
www.wakamanproject.com
http://christophercozier.blogspot.com/
http://christophercozier.blogspot.com/
www.artropa.nl
http://nicholaslaughlin.blogspot.com/
http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=249628063207&ref=mf
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What can the public expect from Sri Irodikromo next?
 
“As an artist you are constantly searching, you always want more. I aspire to work even lar-
ger and I also want to incorporate more natural materials in my work. My next challenge is  

Paramaribo SPAN, the large exhibition which will open late in February 2010 at De Surinaam-
sche Bank. For this project I have something special planned. The public can look forward to a 
piece of art with enormous proportions in a fascinating theme. For this project I was inspired by 
a part of the maroon Winti culture which shows strong influences from indigenous culture. Those 
who want to know more should not miss this upcoming exhibition.”

“it was as though in the Netherlands, i was stuck in one place”

In 2005 Sri Irodikromo returns to Suriname for good. She quits her job 

in the Netherlands and together with her family commences the journey 

towards a new future in the country she has always kept longing for. 

She is the daughter of well known Surinamese artist Soeki Irodikromo  

and has on her own résumé, degrees from several art institutions in 

Suriname and the Netherlands. She enters Suriname determined build 

her own professional art career. 

 

Why choose Suriname and not the Netherlands for an art career? 

“In the Netherlands I had a good job and I did do a lot of art as well, 

especially batik. But I was not content. In my art I used solely themes 

from Suriname and the urge to return to Suriname became stronger 

and stronger. It was as though in the Netherlands, I was stuck in one 

place. My art was small and I did not have the courage to try bigger 

things. The collection for my First exhibition in Suriname (2005) in the 

Readytex Art Gallery was painted in the Netherlands. It was a series 

of beautiful, but small paintings from historical buildings in Suriname. 

They were well received in Suriname, but this was not the type of art I 

wanted to keep making. I was ready for a new challenge.”

Your work did indeed go through quite a metamorphosis? 
What triggered that?

“In Suriname I just feel freer. Space is also a factor, but here, in part be-
cause of my father, I find myself smack in the middle of the Surinamese  
art scene and also back in the multicultural community that has al-
ways inspired me. The drive to create is much stronger here. The piece 
it really started with and which allowed me to truly break away from 
all self-imposed limitations, now hangs in my own home. It is a large 
red batik wall hanging, which I tore in half, then partially stitched back 
together, processed with batik techniques, stamped and embroidered 
upon and in addition to all that I also attached twigs and roots from 
plants. From then on all the walls came down. Now I also work large 
on canvas, I tear my work up in segments, combine different techni-
ques, apply traditional pangi textiles and paint in strong, colorful hues. 
I use traditional signs and symbols from the different local cultures and  
especially the Surinamese kotomisi is a theme I love to incorporate in 
my art.”

Outspoken: Sri irodikromo
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Sri when batiking her work for  
Paramaribo SPAN 
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra 
Gummels, 2009)

With a steady hand the figures are 
applied on the canvas with wax
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra 
Gummels, 2009)

Batik utensils
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra 
Gummels, 2009)

text Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld

Sri’s work that changed everything
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels)

http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/sriirodikromo/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/soeki/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/event.asp?menuid=17&site=arts&id=11


Stemwijzer is the exhibition open in the Surinaams Museum at Fort Zee-
landia since January 12th. The exhibition shows a wide array of infor-
mative, artistic and otherwise interesting objects which all have some-
thing to do with the political developments in Suriname starting from the 
Colonial days, all the way up to the current process leading up to the 

elections of May 25th 2010. From artist René Tosari for example, there 
are colorful and passionate linocut prints based upon the ideals of the 

Revolution in the 80’s, from Kurt Nahar a modern art installation in which 
the misdeeds of the military regime are abstractly depicted with objects 
and poems and by Ron Flu beautiful oil paintings in which the artist, 
in a caricature-like way, takes a stab at several marked moments out 
of Surinamese politics. A striking text by Rappa, Stemwijzer, motivates 

the youth to vote and from artist Erwin de Vries there are bronze stat-
ues (heads) of former presidents Henck Arron and Johan Adolf Pengel.  
Photographic materials, official documents, informative texts, newspaper  
clippings, propaganda materials from various political parties and nu-
merous other related objects make of the exhibition, as was intended by 
the initiators, a valuable source of information for all voters. Everybody, 
but in particular younger generations and students are welcomed at the 
exhibition which stays in the museum until August 31st.

 
(Photos: Courtesy Falcon Advertising, Promotion & Services, 2009.  

Note! Photo with FVAS present HijnBijnen)

The Mini Feature of artist John Lie A Fo opens in the Readytex Art Gallery on 
January 15th. In this mini feature by Lie A Fo, who lives in French Guyana, his 
interest for the culture and rituals of the inhabitants of the interior in his native 
country Suriname, clearly stands out. In an abstract, sometimes seemingly 
childlike style, he creates fascinating compositions which in this case depict 
his fascination with the spiritual rites of the maroon tribes. Through abstract 
though expressive imagery, bottles, snakes, statuettes and other significant 
spiritual artifacts tell the magical stories of a world where the natural and the 
spiritual are irrevocably interwoven. At the exhibition the artist also depicts 
very aptly, the threat formed by humanity to for example the endangered sea 
turtle population in our coastal areas (done in a more realistic style). 

John Lie A Fo, Gsembe-Matjoema, 2009  
(Photo: Readytex Art Gallery/William Tsang)

Ode aan de Vrouw, the comprehensive exhibition of Erwin de Vries, which 

opens on the occasion of his 80th birthday in the Surinaams Museum on the 

20th of December. .
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On-sight
text Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld & Marieke Visser

A representative selection of art from the entire oeuvre of de Vries is 
on display at the museum until the 28th of February. The work by de 
Vries is colorful, sensual and painted or sculpted with obvious self con-
fidence. Impulsive and impassioned images of women, give away his 
fascination for feminine allure and sensuality, but in addition to those 
his portraits and three dimensional sculptures also attest to his great 
skill as a visual artist. According to Thea Valk of Falcon Advertising, 
Promotion & Services, the company in charge of the project, the com-
prehensive exhibition gives the visitor an accurate impression of the  
energy, expressiveness, versatility and erotic freedom which Erwin has 
put to use during the past 60 years of artistry as sculptor and painter.  

In September of 2009 the same comprehensive exhibition Ode aan de 
Vrouw was also presented in the Kunsthal in Rotterdam. On the occasion 
of the opening of the exhibition in Ons Suriname in August last year, Erwin 
was honored with the distinction of ereburgerschap (honorary citizenship) 
of the city Amsterdam. This honor was bestowed upon him because no 
other artist has as many works of art standing in this city as does Erwin 
of whom there are 27, of which the monument Slavernijverleden (Slavery 
history) in the Oosterpark is the most well-known as well the largest. 
In Suriname there was an extensive school program for students from 
secondary schools linked to the exhibition which aimed to introduce 
younger generations to the work of Erwin de Vries, and to the artist him-
self through two documentaries. An extensive photographic-report can 
be found on the Flickr-account of Sranan Art. 

(Photo: Courtesy Falcon Advertising, Promotion & Services, 2009. NB foto met FVAS-cadeau Hijn Bijnen) 

Double Feature Humphrey Tawjoeram and Paul Chang, in the Readytex 

Art Gallery opening on December 19th. From Humphrey Tawjoeram this 

special feature shows mainly his abstract landscapes. In the compositions 

made up out of small thickly structured planes of acrylic paint in cool hues 

of blue, grey and purple, occasionally relieved with strikingly bright details, 

the abstract landscapes are skillfully portrayed. For artist Paul Chang  

who lives in the USA, his paintings and giclée-prints also deal primarily 

with landscapes. His style however is more figurative, and occasionally 

semi-abstract. Flowers, trees and other tropical landscape elements are 

incorporated in warm autumn like hues and soothing restful compositions. 

Paul Chang, Savannah flower 3
(Photo: Readytex Art Gallery/William Tsang, 2009)

As a component of the school  
program the students are collected 
with one of the art mobiles; two  
different driving exhibitions where the 
work of Erwin is presented on busses 
which are also active on the route  
Commewijne and Tourtonne

A gift from the FVAS, an installation 
with Parbo beer mats with small  
personal paintings, drawings and 
texts by all artists and visitors, 
inspired by the artist’s own habit of 
using this medium to sketch upon as 
he sits chillin’ on the terrace at ‘t Vat

Students participating in the  
educational program bombard  
Erwin with a multitude of questions

http://www.readytexartgallery.com/renetosari/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/kurtnahar/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/ronflu/
www.erwindevries.com/Home.html
www.erwindevries.com/Home.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/humphreytawjoeram/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/paulchang/


To see art you don’t always have to visit a museum or a gallery. On the Onafhankelijkheidsplein 
(Independence square) there are statues of Johan Adolf Pengel (by Stuart Robles de Medina) and 
Jaggernath Lachmon (by Erwin de Vries). And those who drive to Albina will see several works of 
art by Marcel Pinas in the vicinity of Mungo and Moiwana. Much more frequently now, the public 
in Suriname is confronted with art in public spaces. Here are several examples of what you might 
encounter walking through Paramaribo or through the roads in the district. Do you have a nice 

photograph for this column? Send it to Sranan Art Xposed and we’ll be glad to include it! 

It is slowly becoming a household item, the Dja Dja Skotu at Zus & Zo. According to Dave Edhard 
and Bryan van ’t Kruys who took the initiative for this project, the images of Surinamese “heroes” 
on the fence of Zus & Zo are a source of inspiration as well as a  mark of honor. Previously Sophie 
Redmond, Jules Chin A Foeng, Albert Helman, Anton de Kom, Louis Doedel, Lieve Hugo, Papa 
Touwtjie as well as Dobru got their place on the Surinamese Hall of Fame. At the end of 2009 five 
new djadja Srananman were added: Frank Essed, Trefossa, Jnan Adhin, John Kamperveen and 
Henk Tjon. From Jnan Adhin we have placed an inspirational quote on the cover of this edition of 

Sranan Art Xposed. The artist whom immortalized these five heroes is Erico Smit.
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From the collection

In the home of Gré and Eddy Fitz Jim there is art all over the place. No large imposing canvases 
or sculptures, but a varied collection of art from well known and unknown artists, and from Gré as 
well. Gré is herself a talented ceramics artist and her own work is proudly displayed throughout the 
house. Old paintings of the windmill nearby their old home in the Netherlands made by a neighbor 
who was an artist, beautiful work by a niece who is practically blind, striking portraits of the children 

Jop and Afke, painted by Erwin de Vries whom in the eighties frequently came by for a delicious 
fish sandwich. Then there are hand-painted ceramic plates, work from Sabine Ensberg and even a 
painting from 1991 by Lilian Abegg, the wife of Erwin de Vries. Throughout the years the collection  
is regularly added to with memorable pieces that somehow manage conquer the hearts of this 
artistic couple. With great pride Gré shows the two “Struikelblokjes” that she acquired in 2009 at 

the exhibit in Fernandes Klip. The paintings of George Struikelblok have always fascinated her 
and these pieces are now amongst her favorites. Another favorite is a small wooden sculpture by 

sculptor Armand Masé which she bought in het Waaggebouw from Botty Sanchez in the late 90’s. 
There she also purchased a unique sculpture from alas, an unknown artist. The piece is a roughly 
finished, funky work of art, modern and full of character which Gré is crazy about. 

 
Do you have something special in your collection that you would like to share with readers of  

Sranan Art Xposed? Let us know: srananart@gmail.com

text Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld

Dja Dja Skotu
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)
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Left:
George Struikelblok, Untitled II, 2008,  
mixed media on vinyl, 30 x 30 cm
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels, 
2009)

Right:
Armand Masé, title and year unknown, 
sculpture from mahogany, 12 x 13 x 15 cm
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels, 
2009)

Left:
Erwin de Vries, Portrait Afke, 1993, 

 oil on canvas, 20 x 18 cm 
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra 

Gummels, 2009)

Right:
Gré Fitz Jim, Masks on mahogany, 2006, 

ceramics on mahogany, 119 x 18 cm 
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels, 

2009)

Roadside art
text Marieke Visser 

Jnan Adhin on the Dja Dja Skotu
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

www.erwindevries.com/Home.html
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/event.asp?menuid=17&site=arts&id=47
http://www.i-museum.nl/struikelgeo/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/armandmase/


Encounters
text Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld

• On Thursday the 4th of February the Directorate of  
Culture and the FVAS (Federation For Visual Artists in Surina-
me) present a showcase in the KKF (Chamber of Commerce) of 
the Surinamese participation in the Shanghai World exhibition 
EXPO 2010 - Shanghai which has the theme Better city, Better 
life. A Group of local artists spent the previous weeks work-
ing hard to complete a number of artistic objects designed 
to give the Suriname-booth in Shanghai a characteristic Su-
rinamese look. With among other things dioramas, a typical 
snow cone cart, totem poles and a dug-out canoe, the culture 
and street image of Suriname are aptly portrayed. The visual 
artists Jhunry Udenhout, Soeki Irodikromo, George Struikel-
blok, Marcel Pinas, Dona, Daniël Djojoatmo, August Bohé, 
Ray Daal, Patrick Tjon Jaw Chong, Ardie Setropawiro, Anand 
Binda, Stanny Handigman, Sri Irodikromo and Kit-Ling Tjon 
Pian Gi, all worked on these artifacts. The photographers Roy 
Tjin and photographer/graphical designer Hedwig PLU de la 
Fuente also contributed. The design for the Suriname booth 
was worked out into a beautiful architectural 3D-model by Ser-
gio Fung Loy from ABT, Adviesbureau Bouwtechniek, which is 
being built in Shanghai by the Chinese design- and construc-
tion company. During the showcase in KKF an information film 
about the design of the World Expo, the Caricom Pavilion and 
the concept design of the Suriname-booth are also shown. 

• On the 27th of November the children’s museum Villa  

Zapakara opens on the grounds of Ons Erf with the interactive 
exhibition Paleisgeheimen (Palace secrets) in which the Royal 
culture and traditions of the Ashanti in Ghana are beautifully 
portrayed. In the museum children in Suriname will alternately 
be introduced to different cultures from the World and there 
are also a multitude of other fun and educational activities in 
the area of art, culture, music, dance and other creative ex-
pressions on the agenda. 

• With regards to her impending 30-year anniversary, the 
Academie voor Hoger Kunst- en Cultuuronderwijs (AHKCO) 
(Academy for Higher Art and Culture education) will regularly 
organize events this year. Already Dr. Lorenzo Pace, Professor 
of Art, University of Texas, Edinburg, Texas has held a lecture 
titled “Using Art, Music, Dance, Theatre for Social Change 
Worldwide” on January 14th. There was also a presentation by 

The beautifully painted “container office”  
of Villa Zapakara (Photo: Sranan Art/ 

Cassandra Gummels, 2009)

Erwin de Vries commemorated the 145th 
anniversary of De Surinaamsche Bank N.V. 
with a beautiful piece of art. In this spec-
tacular corporate collection this artwork will 
undeniably receive a worthy place.

12

Bits & Pieces

Jamal dos Santos, wooden sculptures, 2009
(Photo: Courtesy Kurt Nahar, 2009)

11

During his stay in Kourou for his participation in an exhibi-
tion organized by the local Mitaraka-artist’s association 
in October 2009, Kurt Nahar comes into contact with the  
Brazilian artist Jamal dos Santos. It is with him that Kurt, 
after some confusion about his accommodation in French 
Guyana, spends the largest part of his time. The living con-
ditions of Dos Santos are according to Nahar, whom by the 
way is not easily shocked (he himself had to do with very 
little during his days as a student in Jamaica), rather poor. 
Regardless of his circumstances the Brazilian artist creates 
Works of art which greatly impress Nahar. Dos Santos utilizes  
scrap metal, wood, PVC tubing and other miscellaneous 
finds to create impressive three dimensional art installa-
tions and structures. Instead of a chisel he uses an electric 
grinder to carve intricate designs into wood, metal as well as 
PVC and does this with surprising accuracy and speed. He 
finishes his work with shoe polish to add depth and dimen-
sion to his carvings and adds simple metal thumbtacks as 
decoration. 
 
“As artists we are really a bit spoiled. For most of our mate-
rials we tend to go to the store”, says Nahar. (Editors note: 
Artists in Suriname such as Nahar himself, Roddney Tjon 
Poen Gie, Kenneth Flijders, George Ramjiawansing and 
many others do use scrap-, natural- or other miscellaneous 
found materials in their art).

Dos Santos is well known in French Guyana for among other 
things his paint work on busses and his artistic decoration 
of the trucks used during the yearly carnival celebrations. 
At two roundabouts in Kourou there are also a large metal 
monument and a huge wooden totem pole by the artist. 

In Kourou Kurt also meets a few Surinamese artists whom 
just like Dos Santos brave many risks and much hardships 
by first moving to French Guyana illegally all the while hop-
ing to build a bright and successful art career in the near fu-
ture. Sometimes their efforts pay off. This is how for example 

Lobi Cognac and Ruben Makosi, both graduates of the Nola 
Hatterman Art Academy, have become established artists in 
French Guyana who are now also spreading their wings out 
towards the international art world.

http://www.villazapakara.com
http://www.villazapakara.com
http://www.kingbotho.com/htm/illustraties/KIFOKO_clip_image006.jpg
http://sranan-news.blogspot.com/2007/10/voor-inheemsen-is-moeder-natuur-echt.html
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Adi Martis on the 22nd of January in which he described, to 
a significant attendance, the Caribbean context of which our  
visual art is also a part.  

• On December 8th artists Kurt Nahar and Marcel Pinas hold 
an open air art manifestation on the front lawn of the Fort Zee-
landia museum commemoration of the victims of the December 
murders of December 8th 1982. From Nahar there are twenty-
five posters attached to the trees dispersed among the lawn in 
front of the museum on which the initials of the 15 victims and 
several related poems are printed against the background of 
existing artworks. From black and white pangi materials Marcel 
Pinas creates 15 wreaths which are suspended from the exte-
rior wall of the Fort. 
 
• Within the framework of the exchange program between 
the Gerrit Rietveld Academy, Amsterdam and the Nola Hatter-
man Art Academy (NHAA), art historian Adi Martis and artist 
Remy Jungerman, give lessons to the students of the NHAA 
from the 5th until the 28th of January. Because the curriculum 
of the NHAA is focused primarily on practical experience, the 
visiting lecturers concentrate more on theory and this is greatly 
appreciated by the students. Theory (in this case dada, surre-
alism, pop art and installations) and practice are integrated as 
much as possible and based on their newfound knowledge, the 
students create works of art (studies) which they present to the 
public on Friday the 29th of January.
 
• Dennis Tauwnaar is the chairman of the Foundation DETA. 
He devotes himself to project ‘Pikin Sranan Educatief Ontspan-
ningsoord’ (Small Suriname educational recreational resort). Tauw-
naar wants to build a miniature city of wooden houses. Tauwnaar: 
“Over the years Suriname is losing all of her historical buildings.  
In order to preserve a piece of the Surinamese history, the  
Foundation DETA has come up with a plan to build a miniature 
city. With this plan we hope to give this part of history back to the 
Surinamese people and her visitors.” More information is available 

through Dennis Tauwnaar, pikinsranan@yahoo.com

Fragment of an installation by the students of 
NHAA with as its theme the earthquake in Haiti

(Photo: Sranan Art/ 
Cassandra Gummels, 2010)

Wreaths by Marcel Pinas
(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels, 2009)

Remy Jungerman, Adi Martis, Rinaldo Klas 
and the students of NHAA

(Photo: Sranan Art/ 
Cassandra Gummels, 2010)
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Agenda Suriname

Daily – Atelier Struikelblok, Amsoistraat 49, Nieuw Charlesburg, Paramaribo, +597 (0)851 0525 / 547090,   
 struikelgeo@yahoo.com

Daily – Fort Nieuw Amsterdam, Wilhelminastraat, Nieuw-Amsterdam, Commewijne, +597 (0)32 2225 

• From March 12th until the end of April there will be a large ex-
hibition in the Open air museum Fort Nieuw Amsterdam, sur-
rounding the theme: ‘Straatkunst in Suriname’ (Street art in 
Suriname). This special art form can be admired in the daily 
street scene of Suriname in the form of for example painted 
portraits on busses, as large advertisements painted on stores 
and as decorations on snow cone carts. Tammo Schuringa 
together with Paul Faber and Chandra van Binnendijk is the 
brain behind this project. Thirteen artists got the assignment 
to create a work on 1 square meter which is related to their 
professional practice. Linked to the exhibition is a book that 
will be presented on the day of the opening. After April the 
exhibition will move to CBK Zuidoost, Amsterdam. 

 The artists whose work will be on display are Dennis Riebeek, Ramon Bruijning, Nishar Khodabaks, 
Johnny Khodabaks, Manoodj Gangadin, Bietje Kramer, Winston van der Bok, Ray Daal, André Son-
tosoemarto, Amatsoedir Mohamadigsan, Elvis Sim Sjoe, Hendry Singoredjo and Lloyd Wolff.

Daily – Gallery Egi Du / Lifestyle Interiors (Carla Tuinfort), Geertruidastraat 22 / Kaikoesiestraat 1345,  
 Paramaribo, +597 (0)881 6821 / 451202, ctuinfort@yahoo.com

Daily – Gallery Singh, Koningstraat 63, Paramaribo, Tel.: +597 492608, gallerysingh@yahoo.com
• Feb 5 - 28  : Group exhibit. Theme: Every moment is a new beginning
• Apr/May   : Group exhibit. Theme: Bondru kon na wan (Unite together)
• June 3 - 25  : Group exhibit. Theme: Immigration/This is the country for which I chose

Daily – House of Art, Kleine Dwarsstraat 1, Paramaribo, +597 426585
Daily – Krasnapolsky Hotel, Lobby, Domineestraat 39, Paramaribo, +597 475050
Daily – Readytex / Readytex Art Gallery www.readytexartgallery.com, Maagdenstraat 44-48,  
 Paramaribo, +597 421750 / 474380, readytex@cq-link.sr
• Feb 27 – March 14 : Exhibition Happy Birthday in honor of the 145th anniversary of the DSB bank 
• March 23  - 27  : Solo-exhibition Dicht bij de oorsprong [Close to the origin] René Tosari 
      in the new Arthall, Combéweg 45, Paramaribo
• April   : Mini Feature Soeka 

Daily – Royal House of Art, Royal Torarica, Kleine Waterstraat 10, Paramaribo, +597 473821 / (0)8553525
• 27 febr t/m 14 mrt  : Expositie ‘Royal Art in Motion’ 
• 27 febr   : 27 febr : Opening ‘Royal Art in Motion’ with live painting by Carlos Blaaker

Daily – Surinaams Museum, Fort Zeelandia, Paramaribo, +597 425871, museum@cq-link.sr
• Jan 12 – Aug 31  Stemwijzer 

Daily – Gudu Oso, koto- and angisa-museum, Paltan Tewarieweg 8, Livorno, Paramaribo, 10:00-17:00
• Christine van Russel-Henar, the misi of the museum says in de Ware Tijd of November 19th 2009:  
 “It should give visitors a feeling as though they have just entered a house from the past.”  
 Van Russel-Henar has spent ten years working on the museum.

Daily – De Surinaamsche Bank N.V., Henck Arronstraat 26-30, Paramaribo, mo-fr: 17:00-21:00,  
 sa: 17:00-22:00 & su : 10:00-13:00 & 17:00-20:00
• Feb 27 – March 14 : Paramaribo SPAN. Contemporary art in Suriname 

Schaafijskar
(Foto: Tammo Schuringa)

http://www.readytexartgallery.com/kurtnahar/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/marcelpinas/
www.struikelblokgeorge.com
www.fortnieuwamsterdam.com
http://www.surinaamsmuseum.net
http://dwtdatabase-com.web5.tempwebsite.net/website/nieuws.asp?menuid=41&id=68117
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Would you like to receive mailings about the program? Let us know via srananart@gmail.com

*More information and registration for a visit to the Adjie Gilas Project of Dhiradj Ramsamoedj and for Moengo 
SPAN – A Bus Tour to the Art District of Marcel Pinas is possible during the exhibition. De Surinaamsche Bank, 
Henck Arronstraat 26-30, Paramaribo.
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Since 2007 there is an exchange program 
between the Nola Hatterman Art Academy  
(NHAA) in Paramaribo and the Gerrit  
Rietveld Academie (GRA) in Amsterdam. 
Students from Suriname get the opportu-
nity to receive training in Amsterdam, while 
instructors from the Rietveld Academie 
can give lessons at the NHAA. In 2007 Neil 
Fortune was the first student who came 
to Amsterdam, followed in 2008 by Trimo 
Kromotaroeno and Razia Barsatie. 

At the Rietveld I met an enthusiastic Razia 
Barsatie. She proudly shows me her work-
space: on a wall different sketches and objects, over a chair large sheets of painted paper and 
on a table several pots of paint. Razia tells that she is working on a three-dimensional work. She 
shows me three preliminary sketches of which one is colorfully painted drawing, from which a 
figure has been cut out. The cut-out now hangs on the large wall behind her workspace. It is 
Razia’s drawing inspired by a design by William Blake of a slave who is hanging from gallows by 
his waist. 

Razia gets her inspiration from more than just Surinamese history. Even before her training at the 
NHAA she had a fascination with portraits. It was her aspiration to draw faces as accurately as 
possible. Even now that fascination is still present. It is currently visible in sketches of her own 
face which are rendered in an abstract way, or a portrait of Nola Hatterman that she drew “just 
for herself”.

The beginning at the Rietveld was sometimes quite difficult. for example, she had to go back to 
the basics, while she had a thorough command of them after the NHAA. But she has no regrets. 
At “Nola” she has received a classical education, while in Amsterdam she can do a lot more 
research which also enables her to give more to her work. Tammo Schuringa, instructor at the 
Rietveld Academie, confirms this. Rietveld-instructors have a different way of teaching, much 
more personal and more conceptual. This teaching method is quite refreshing for students of 
the NHAA.

When I ask about the developments which Razia has gone through since her arrival in Amsterdam,  
she answers that she is finally capable of creating art which the viewer can understand.  
After the NHAA Razia made primarily abstract works. She herself knew what her work was about, 
but the public did not. She sees her work now as being more expressive, there is a message 
within. To achieve this, she allows her feelings to determine the direction. She gets her inspira-
tion by visiting museums. Not only in Amsterdam, but also in the rest of the world. “If you want 
to become an artist, you have to travel. There is really so much to see.” 

Beyond Borders
text Priscilla Tosari

Razia Barsatie (Photo: Sranan Art/Priscilla Tosari, 2009)

 

Paramaribo SPAN Programma

Feb. 27 until March 14, 2010 
Mon-Fri: 17.00-21.00 / 
Sat: 17.00-22.00 
Sun: 10.00-13.00 & 17.00-20.00  
Note! Closed on march 1, because of Holi Phagwa

 
Logo Paramaribo SPAN

Design: Sabine Jong A Lock

Date Activity Time Venue

27 feb Art Conversations Part I – 
An Afternoon in the Garden

13.30-16.00 hrs.. De Surinaamsche Bank, 
Henck Arronstraat 26-30

27 feb Adjie Gilas 
Project of Dhiradj Ramsamoedj

19.00-21.00 hrs. Jagdeiweg 8, Kwatta 
*Registration during exhibition!

28 feb Art & Coffee 10.00-13.00 hrs. De Surinaamsche Bank

28 feb moengo SPAN 
A Bus Tour to the Art District of  
Marcel Pinas

07.30-19.00 hrs. Moengo  
*Registration during exhibition!

28 feb i in the sky 
Project of PLU de la Fuente

19.00-00.00 hrs. Baba & Mai Square,  
Kleine Combéweg

March 1 Adjie Gilas 
Project of Dhiradj Ramsamoedj

19.00-21.00 hrs. Jagdeiweg 8, Kwatta 

March 6 Art Conversations Part II – 
Video Art; Exploring New Forms

18.00-21.00 hrs. De Surinaamsche Bank

March 7 Art & Coffee 10.00-13.00 hrs. De Surinaamsche Bank

March 7 Art Conversations Part III – 
SPAN Art meets Street Art,  
the Beat of the Street

18.00-21.00 hrs.  De Surinaamsche Bank

March 13 Adjie Gilas 
Project of Dhiradj Ramsamoedj

19.00-21.00 hrs. Jagdeiweg 8, Kwatta 

March 14 Art & Coffee 10.00-13.00 hrs. De Surinaamsche Bank

March 14 Art Conversations Part IV – 
The Next Level

18.00-21.00 hrs. De Surinaamsche Bank

Razia Barsatie: “If you want to become an artist, you have to travel”
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Ricardo Burgzorg
(Photo: Sranan Art/Priscilla Tosari, 2009)
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• Kunst van overleven. Marroncultuur uit Suriname,  
Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam, November 6th - May 9th 2010
The Surinamese Maroon culture is often also called the best 
preserved piece of Africa outside of Africa. The exhibition 
shows the development of the maroon culture and questions 
if and how it can survive at the dawn of the 21st century. The 
exhibition is compounded by Tropenmuseum-curator Alex van 
Stipriaan and guest curator Felix de Rooij. The Tropenmuseum 
is the first museum in the Netherlands to devote a large-scale 
exhibition to this culture. Artists who contributed their work to 
this exhibition are amongst others Oscar Adogo, Totom Boti, 
Guno Bodo, André Mosis, Obentiye and Marcel Pinas. 
An interesting perspective from artist Patricia Kaersenhout on 
the exhibition is posted on the blog of Paramaribo SPAN.

• The exhibition Straatkunst in Suriname (Street art in  
Suriname) can also be visited in the Netherlands at Centrum 
Beeldende Kunst Zuidoost in Amsterdam, from the 4th of June 
2010 until the 21st of August. Subsequently in October in Heden, 
The Hague and in CBK, Rotterdam in November/December. 
During the exhibition two artists from Suriname will come to the 
Netherlands for an artist-in-residence-program.

• From the British Virgin Islands Robbert Enfield sends an 
update of his plans to Sranan Art Xposed. “I am not afraid to 
exhibit my work worldwide” he says. “I’m inspired by my Imagi-
nation and Emotional Spirit.’’ In March 2010 Enfield will exhibit 
in the Nola Hatterman Galerie in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
Theme: “timeless childhood”. In March he will also participate 
in a group exhibition in the Mutual Gallery in Kingston, Jamaica: 
ART FRESH. In Suriname we can also look forward to an exhibi-
tion by Enfield in July of this year. 

• Pulchri Studio and Bodega de Posthoorn: ‘Sribi Switi, 
san e psa’ – March 15th until April 5th 2010 & Vreemde Vogels 
– March 27th until April 5th 2010 In light of the cooperation with 
the Nola Hatterman Art Academy in Paramaribo and the activi-
ties held by Foundation Boekids in Suriname every year, several 
well known Surinamese artists will travel to The Netherlands for 
two special art exhibitions. In relation to the exhibitions several 
workshops on visual art and poetry will be held at schools dur-
ing the festival. The best works of art from the students will be 
exhibited. The exhibiting artists are Kurt Nahar, Marcel Pinas, 
Patricia Kaersenhout and Rinaldo Klas. The exhibitions can be 
visited free of charge.  

Impression of Kunst van overleven
(Photo: Sranan Art/Priscilla Tosari, 2009)

Beyond Borders Agenda

Hostages of Hope and Fear, 
Robbert Enfield, 34.5x29 inches,  

acrylic mixed media, 2010
(Image: Courtesy Robbert Enfield, 2010)

Ricardo Burgzorg - My first Art Collection 

On his 23rd he opened Galerie Dakota in Amsterdam. In the years therafter he worked for De 

Nieuw Amsterdam and the Volksbuurtmuseum in The Hague. Ricardo Burgzorg, whose roots 

lie in Suriname, has been active in the cultural sector for practically his entire career. As ar-

dent art collector he noticed that people in his own surroundings did not share his interests. 

This was striking, because it regarded highly educated people who financially speaking, were 

relatively well off. The most important reason for this was, as he noticed, that people were not 

easily inclined to visit galleries and had very little knowledge of visual art. This is why Burg-

zorg decided to start My first Art Collection (MfAC).

MfAC is a training program for highly educated 

people between 30 and 45 years of age. In dif-

ferent ways they are introduced to contemporary  

visual art with the purpose of ultimately starting 

their own art collection. This is done through a 

unique training course which consists of visits to 

museums, galleries, art collectors and lectures. 

The courses are provided in several cities such as 

in Amsterdam, Arnhem, The Hague and Groningen.  

Burgzorg has two objectives. His First objective 

is to stimulate people to start their own art col-

lection. His second objective is that this target 

group is made aware of their responsibility for the 

cultural heritage and the present art climate. To 

achieve the objectives these purchases of art by 

private individuals should be stimulated. It is after 

all through these purchases that the art market 

can develop itself. What does the future of My 

first Art Collection look like? Next season it will 

expand to Arnhem and/or Groningen. The ambi-

tion is directed towards implementing a program 

in all provinces in the country. And perhaps even 

countries abroad might follow. In the autumn of 

2010 the next selection for MfAC starts. Signing 

up can be done ahead of time. 

 For more information and signing up: 

www.myfirstartcollection.com 

Sranan Art Xposed is the name of the web magazine 
that is delivered digitally four times each year.  
Would you like to register for receipt of your  

own copy? You can do this at srananart@gmail.com 
Please specify whether you would like to receive the 

Dutch or the English version. There is also  
an English weblog where you can find all the  
information: http://srananart.wordpress.com  

Watch our photographs here: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/ 

And of course there is also the website of Readytex 
Art Gallery: www.readytexartgallery.com

Twice a year there is also a richly illustrated short 
version of Sranan Art Xposed which appears as a 

special feature in United Magazine. 

text Priscilla Tosari

www.tropenmuseum.nl
http://www.kaersenhout.com/
http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com
www.myfirstartcollection.com
http://srananart.wordpress.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/
www.readytexartgallery.com


  

• From November 21st – December 5th the exhibition 

Kara dòrná of artist Vincent Jong Tjien Fa was on display at 

Galerie Alma Blou: (Landhuis Habaai, Otrabanda) in Cura-

çao. Jong Tjien Fa has his roots in Suriname and Sint Maar-

ten. He was born in Suriname but has been living alternately 

on Sint Maarten and Curaçao since his 13th and for a few 

years now is working in the Netherlands as a physician and 

an artist. Kara dòrná is his second exhibition on Curaçao 

and the opening is performed by artist and director Felix de 

Rooy. . 

• From November 18th until December 16th 2009, Grace 
Ashruf Rahusen holds the exhibition Treasures, her fourth solo-
exhibition, in The Frameshop & A.R.T. on Aruba. In the collecti-
on at this exhibition the artist combines ancient Indian symbols 
with modern compositions in beautiful color combinations. On 
top of this she adds her own scribble or script, thus making 
a link between human capacity then and now, to use their 
hands and their imagination to creatively express themselves. 
In a press release published at the time of the exhibition Grace 
says: “Why do I paint ? Because I can. It’s that simple. Why did 
ancient peoples draw on stone walls and rocks? Because they 
could. Because thinking and then acting on those thoughts are 
just part of human nature.” 

(Photo: Courtesy Grace Ashruf Rahusen)

Grace Ashruf Rahusen, Treasure, 2009
(Photo: Courtesy Grace Ashruf Rahusen)

   

• On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the dis-
trict of district of St. Laurent, a special monument by artist  
Ruben Makosi will be unveiled in French Guyana on the 12th of  
December. The monument is a wooden totem pole measuring 
4 meters in height and 1 meter in diameter. Ruben Makosi is an 
artist originally from Suriname who moved to French Guyana 
in 1990 and who currently enjoys recognition in Brazil, Paris,  
Martinique and Guadeloupe. The monument which represents 
the past, the present and the future of St. Laurent, is located at 
the roundabout of St. Laurent du Maroni.
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Beyond Borders Bits & Pieces

• Neil Fortune is has been busy at the Rietveld Academie 
in the Netherlands for some time now. Recently he sent photo-
graphs of his participation in an exhibition of de Gerrit Rietveld 
Academie in the Oude Kerk in Amsterdam. His statement: “My 
research is how to produce ‘art’ in a social-political context. 
Departing from European and American modernity, ‘glossy and 
glamorous’, where everybody is a winner, living on top of each 
other in modernistic buildings while using third-world energy  
and resources to climb into the sky in hope to find the future. 
Inserting this State of Mind into different atmospheres, a  
religious one in this case, enables me to create a body of differ-
ent dimensions for the theme of poverty.”

State of Mind, Neil Fortune, installation made from wire netting,  
textile, wood glue and newspaper, 2010 
(Photo: Courtesy Neil Fortune, 2010)

De Dono Code, Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam, September 10th  

2009 until February 28th 2010 

Heri Dono (Jakarta, 1960) lives in Yogyakarta and is a fa-
mous artist from Indonesia. Just as in Suriname Indonesian 
artists have to do with Western acceptation within the world 
of international art. Approximately a quarter century ago 
international artists worked in a primarily Western style to 
measure up to those ideals and were even then not con-
sidered equal. Many art academies in non-Western coun-
tries presently still teach in a classic, academic style. Dono 
has achieved international acclaim by transforming his art 
into a language which is understandable to all cultural back-
grounds. His roots played an essential role herein. He even 
speaks of ‘glocal art’: a combination of global and local. The 
book The Dono Code includes a fetching article by Wouter 
Welling about the struggles many non- Western artists cur-
rently still face.

 • Religious Curaçao. Rituals & Traditions, Sinaya Wolfert 
(1964) in the Melkweg Galerie, December 10th 2009 – January 
10th 2010In her work Sinaya Wolfert attempts to make the  
invisible visible. On Curaçao people from different religions live 
peacefully with each other. Especially Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam and Judaism are well represented. Wolferts’ photos tell 
the story of people who, often behind closed doors, strongly 
hang on to religious rituals and traditions. Her photographs 
are published in the photo book Religious Curaçao. Rituals &  
Traditions.

20

Sinaya Wolfert, Religious Curaçao 

(Photo: Courtesy Melkweg Galerie)

www.vincejtf.com/
http://www.kasdialmablou.net/
http://www.tropenmuseum.nl/smartsite.shtml?ch=FAB&id=37987
www.tropenmuseum.nl
www.sinayawolfert.nl
www.melkweg.nl
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Digital Archive
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For the exhibition Paramaribo SPAN which will 
be on display from February 27th until the 14th of 
March, there is also a book: Paramaribo SPAN;  
Hedendaagse beeldende kunst in Suriname (Con-
temporary art in Suriname), edited by Thomas  
Meijer zu Schlochtern and Christopher Cozier, 
published by KIT Publishers, Amsterdam. Aside 
from visual material the book contains essays and 
interviews with artists. There are contributions 
by: Drs. Sigmund L.J. Proeve, Thomas Meijer zu 
Schlochtern, Chandra van Binnendijk, Marieke 
Visser, Fred de Vries, Liesbeth Babel, Christopher  
Cozier, Nicholas Laughlin, Siebe Thissen,  
Arnold Schalks and Ralph van Meijgaard. Roy 
Tjin was responsible for the photography in 
Suriname, Otto Snoek for that in Rotterdam. 
The book appears in Portuguese, English and 
Dutch. 3.000 copies will be printed

At the exhibition Straatkunst in Suriname (Streetart in Suriname),  
starting on march 12th in Suriname and June 4th in Amsterdam, a richly 
illustrated publication with the title: Schaafijs en wilde bussen; Straat-
kunst in Suriname (Snow cones and wild buses; Streetart in Suriname) 
will appear. This beautiful book is written by Chandra van Binnendijk, 
Paul Faber and Tammo Schuringa. Publisher KIT Publishers, Amsterdam. 
 

GOOD READS

Input for
Sranan Art Xposed is

welcome! Photo’s, text,
art, tips, idea’s:

the floor is yours!

Mail at
srananart@gmail.com

Colophon

Sranan Art Xposed
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Foto’s: http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/

Reactions: srananart@gmail.com
Publication: Readytex Art Gallery 
Texts & editing:   Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld (Paramaribo, Suriname), 
     Priscilla Tosari (Amsterdam, Nederland) & 
     Marieke Visser (Boxel, Wanica, Suriname)

Photographs, unless stated otherwise: Readytex Art Gallery/William Tsang
Lay-out: Sabine Jong A Lock

SAX has 
been made 
possible
by

Gran tangi!

Do you want to know what has happened during the last few 
months in Suriname in the field of visual arts? Take a look at the 
Sranan Art blog or visit the Sranan Art photo archive.

The work of George Struikelblok and Roddney Tjon Poen Gie 
was shown in a Double Feature in Readytex Art Gallery from No-
vember 18th- 28th. The emotional growth of George Struikelblok 
is well traceable through his art, as even now the compositions 
show a new level playfulness. Roddney Tjon Poen Gie shows 
the works of art created during his recent artist in residence- 
period at the Dutch art institute Duende in Rotterdam.

Royal Triple Women Art Exhibition, at the Royal Torarica hotel in 
collaboration with Royal House of Art from October 23rd – 25th. 
In the picture during this exhibition is work by the three female  
artists Sabine Ensberg-Steinhoff, Sharda Devi Har khoe and  
Ingrid Indiaan, three artists with each their own unique style.

Inspiration, the latest solo-exhibition from Kenneth Flijders 
opens on October 13th under great public attention at the Ready-
tex Art Gallery. Inspired by beautiful Surinamese nature, the  
various cultures, impressions from his own surroundings and 
fond memories from the past, the artist uses acrylic paint or  
mahogany extract to portray his images on large canvases, pa-
per or even on old shutters and doors. 
 
Buglahé, the solo-exhibition of Edke (Miguel Eduard Keerveld) 
held on Saturday the 19th of September in Commewijne. The 
name of the exhibition is the nickname the artist receives from 
his grandmother as a child and this exhibition is held in honor of 
her memory. 

Chuttie, a solo-exhibition by George Ramjiawansing in the  
Instituto Venezolano para la Cultura y la Cooperation (IVCC) 
from the 9th until the 15th of September, and afterwards in Gallery 
Singh. The meaning of Chuttie is “free”. With this theme as point 
of departure the artist shows a varied collection of works.

The Nationale Kunstbeurs (National Art Fair) was held for the 44th 
time from the 30th of October until the December 7th of 2009. 
Once again there were a great deal of visitors at the extensive 
exhibition in Ons Erf. As it does every year, the discussion starts 
up again: how does the selection occur, are the rules too strin-
gently applied or rather too leniently? Should other criteria be 
defined, who determines what ‘real’ art is and what is of too 
low a standard? Interesting conversations, which undeniably 
lead to interesting developments. In the following editions of  
Sranan Art Xposed we will of course come back to this subject 
extensively. Send us an e-mail with your thoughts on this subject.  
srananart@gmail.com

George Struikelblok, Makandra, 2009  
(Double Feature Readytex Art Gallery,  
George Struikelblok and Roddney Tjon Poen 
Gie)(Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels)

Edke (Miguel Eduard Keerveld),  
Dienaar – meester, 2009  
(exhibition Buglahé) (Photo: Sranan Art/ 
Cassandra Gummels, 2009)

Kenneth Flijders, The road that leads to gold, 
2009 (exhibition Inspiration) 
(Photo: Readytex Art Gallery/William Tsang, 
2009)
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