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Dear Reader
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On the move

Surinamese visual art is on the move. There is so much going on and exhibitions, presenta-

tions and events follow each other up at rapid speed. From the time when art was looked upon 

as a collection of traditional two-dimensional paintings, we have suddenly entered an era in 

which surprising installations, interdisciplinary projects and art in public spaces are no longer 

foreign concepts. 

For many, the last grand and comprehensive Surinamese art event was the exhibition (including 

publication) Twenty years of visual art in Suriname 1975-1995. Subsequently, a reproduction 

of this book by Chandra van Binnendijk en Paul Faber appeared Beeldende kunst in Suriname. 

De twintigste eeuw / Visual art in Suriname. The Twentieth Century in which a number of new 

developments were included such as the possibility for young Surinamese artists to continue 

their art studies in Jamaica at the Edna Manley College of Visual and Performing Arts. 

A definite highlight of the past years was the initiative taken by De Surinaamsche Bank to 

exhibit her collection and subsequently create a lasting record of it in a beautiful publication: 

Zichtbaar (Visible), in 2005. Several years later the Central Bank of Suriname followed with 

their exhibition and publication Talent, in 2007.

Another development is the increase in exchange projects and collaborative initiatives through 

which many more artists get the opportunity to gain experiences abroad. Vermont Studio Center, 

the Rietveld Academie, the CBK (Centre for Visual Art in Rotterdam) which is the motor behind the 

ArtRoPa-project, the Rijksacademie in Amsterdam: all institutes with which regular contact 

currently exists. The Edna Manley College in Jamaica as well, is still an institute where artists 

from our country prefer to continue their art education.

text Marieke Visser 

Starting with this First edition of Sranan Art Xposed you are 
finally treated to the opportunity to become better informed 
about all that goes on regarding visual art in Suriname. And 
make no mistake… there is a lót going on! We also take a look 
beyond the borders. What are Surinamese artists doing in 
other places around the World, what are the developments 
and other newsworthy tidbits’ that are relevant to our country
as well. We seek links, we make connections, we look for news,
we spread the news, we zoom in, and we zoom out.

Sranan Art Xposed is the name of the web magazine that will be
distributed digitally, four times a year, for free. Would you like
to register for e-mail delivery of your own copy? You can do 
this at srananart@gmail.com. Indicate whether you would like 
to receive the Dutch or the English version. There is also a 
weblog (in English) where the information is always
available: http://srananart.wordpress.com. And of course
there is the website of the Readytex Art Gallery:
www.readytexartgallery.com. . 
In addition to the web magazine, a richly illustrated short 
version of Sranan Art Xposed will appear twice a year
as a special feature in United Magazine. 

The team of Sranan Art Xposed consists of Cassandra 
Gummels-Relyveld and Marieke Visser in Suriname and Priscilla
Tosari in the Netherlands. Readytex Art Gallery helps make
Sranan Art Xposed possible.

Enjoy!

Marieke, Cassandra, Priscilla

This year started with the presenta-

tion of the oneminutes, the exhibition 

Wakaman drawing lines – connecting 

dots in Fort Zeelandia, a solo-exhibi-

tion from Wilgo Vijfhoven in Readytex

Art Gallery, a solo-exhibition from 

sculptor Roy Brielle in Royal House of 

Art, the opening of the Volksacademie 

voor Kunst & Cultuur (Folk academy 

for Art & Culture), the appointment 

of Ron Flu as honorary member of 

the FVAS (Federation for Visual Art-

ists in Suriname) ... It is simply too 

much to sum up. There was also the 

opening of Fernandes Klip at which 

Where to go? 
Sign at the Nola Hattermann Art Academy
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

Wakamans at Casa Blanca, Mungo
(Photo: Adi Martis, 2009)

Wilgo Vijfhoven, Zonsopkomst 
Oil on canvas, 80 x 90 cm

Ron Flu, Dragon Lady
Oil on canvas, 80 x 90 cm

Opening Fernandes Klip
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Outspoken: Jhunry Udenhout

“But I can do this too!”

Jhunry Udenhout is a Surinamese sculptor who has mastered the art exclusively by self study. 

From mahogany the artist creates lifelike human sculptures and abstract pieces in fascinating 

compositions, all based on a carefully thought out concept. Earlier this year, thanks to the Art-

RoPa-art exchange project between Rotterdam and Paramaribo, Jhunry spends a month in the 

Netherlands. Here he wants to observe different forms of art, particularly three-dimensional art, 

and wants to see how he measures up against international colleagues and the great masters 

from the past. 

Where did you go to in the Netherlands and what were you most impressed by? 

“I visited so many museums and exhibitions that I don’t even remember them all by heart. What 

did fascinate me most however, is an exhibition of an English sculptor (Tony Cragg, red. SAX) 

at Museum Beelden aan Zee (Museum Sculptures at Sea) in Scheveningen. The diversity in 

materials such as synthetics, compressed multiplex, bronze, glass, wood and steel and the 

unique execution of ideas, that truly made a deep impression on me. More than ever I too would 

like to experiment with other materials, but regrettably I have neither the means nor the facilities 

necessary to do so at this moment.”

You also travelled to France. What impressed you most there? 

“The work of my biggest idol Michelangelo in the Louvre naturally! He was one of my greatest 

sources of inspiration when I started. A great deal of my self studies and my first anatomic pieces 

were done based upon the work of Michelangelo, out of books that I was studying at the time. 

And then, there I stood in front of Michelangelo’s masterpiece The slave. My first reaction was an 

awestruck: Wow! This is truly Michelangelo!’ Then I started a careful study of the work and the 

next thing that came out of my mouth was: ’But I can do this too’. My companions, who were 

standing right next to me, gave me a look of total incredulity. But I really can do this too!”

Were there also things you were less impressed with?

“Yes. Strangely enough it was the sculpture The kiss by another great idol of mine, Auguste Rodin. 

We visited the Rodin Museum and I was actually looking forward to this exact piece. When I 

stood in front of it however, an immense feeling of disappointment went through me. I can’t 

explain it, but it was not what I had expected. Oh well, it is what it is… I was greatly impressed 

by most everything else in the museum though. There was even remarkable work by several 

mistresses of Rodin who were also talented sculptresses. That was quite surprising and very 

interesting indeed.” 

text Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld

for the first time a clear connection was made between art and 

living. (Although last year the Best Western Elegance Hotel also 

manifested their conviction that art and hospitality are a synergetic 

combination). There is even a fabulous mural by John Djojo in 

Burgerking (Djojo was part of the Waka Tjopu-collective in the 80’s 

and last year he constructed a statue in commemoration of the 

Javanese immigration at Mariënburg). The SAB has placed a few 

quite spectacular leaded glass windows by Jules Brand-Flu on the 

street side of her company building. The press also devotes more 

and more attention to Surinamese art: especially the daily newspaper 

de Ware Tijd makes an important contribution with local (Meredith

 Helstone) and international (Stuart Rahan) reports. Furthermore, 

Carla Tuinfort has an interesting feature on art and culture which 

is broadcast on Radio 10 (FM 88.1) every two weeks on Thursday

 afternoons at 15:30. The number of exhibitions by Surinamese artists

 in the Netherlands is increasing significantly. 

This trend is steadily continued. De Taal van mijn Penseel 

(The language of my brush), the solo-exhibition of Rinaldo 

Klas drew so much visitors that the Readytex-building was 

practically bursting at the seams. The same was true for the 

exhibition (ánd film presentation, ánd book presentation!) of 

Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi, The strength of women, in the brand-

new VAT-building. Barely completed and already the building 

seemed too small, so 

large was the attendance! I n 

cooperation with Royal House of Art, Royal Torarica presented 

a group exhibition named Royal Art Experience, and a 

solo-exhibition by artist Robbert Enfield The Time. And 

week after week all throughout the next couple of month’s 

things will get even more interesting for art art lovers. 

Kenneth Flijders will have a solo-exhibition in the Readytex Art 

Gallery, Kurt Nahar will show the work created during his stay 

at the Rijksacademie, from George Struikelblok we will get to

see something as well...

And now, now there is Sranan Art Xposed, twice a year 

your guide in “art land” in United Magazine and four times 

a year delivered digitally to your inbox if you sign up 

at srananart@gmail.com. Get on board, get on board…

Mural John Djojo in Burger King
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

Leaded glass SAB, Jules Brand-Flu
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/artist.asp?artist=arts&menuid=15&site=arts&id=83&name=Jhunry Udenhout&name2=Udenhout, Jhunry
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On-sight 
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A colorful and surprising exhibition was De taal van mijn penseel

(The language of my brush) by artist Rinaldo Klas. The artist gave free

reign to his brush and his creativity and showed some less often seen

abstract impulsiveness next to the more recognizable Klas pieces,

in this solo exhibition at the  Readytex Art Gallery, in June.

You can view an extensive photo report here. 

Rinaldo Klas, Change, 2009 (exhibition De taal van mijn penseel)
(Photo: Readytex Art Gallery/William Tsang, 2009)

An exhibition ánd a book:  Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi came out ‘strong’ with

The strength of women, in July. A well visited private show in the new

VAT-building which included the presentation of her elaborately

illustrated bilingual book of the same name, which is currently

also available in bookstores. Take a look here! The exhibition

was organized in cooperation with Readytex ArtGallery. 

Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi, Petrogliefen uit het land van Jayvredice 3, 2009 
(exhibition/book The strength of women) | (Photo: Readytex Art Gallery/William Tsang, 2009)

Robbert Enfields work, recently on display at Royal House of Art, was 

partly inspired by the theme time. The Time is to him an extension 

of his general theme Loneliness of Childhood. Enfield studied at the 

Edna Manley College of Visual and Performing Arts in Jamaica from 

1997 till 1999 together with his contemporaries Marcel Pinas, George 

Struikelblok and Humprey Tawjoeram. He currently lives in the British

Virgin Islands. He returns to his country of birth regularly because 

it is important to him to share his work with the Surinamese public. 

Robbert Enfield, Shattered Time, 2009 | (Photo: Courtesy Robbert Enfield, 2009)

The theme is Togetherness; the artist is Raimen Bijlhout, who graduated

from the Nola Hatterman Art Academy in 2006. In 2008 he has his

second solo-exhibition New Beginnings at the Instituto Venezolano 

para la Cultura y la Cooperacíon (IVCC). Togetherness is planned for 

august 2009, in the Cultural Centre Suriname (CCS) and deals with “the 

unity of the culture of the city negroes and the Maroons (angisa and 

pangi textiles)”. Twice a week Bijlhout is also active at the Psychiatric 

Centre of Suriname (PCS) where he guides clients in drawing and painting. 

He teaches techniques and leaves the content to the artist in question.

Raimen Bijlhout, Untitled, 2009 (exhibition Togetherness)
(Photo: Courtesy Raimen Bijlhout, 2009)

The exhibition Kunst in Sana (Art in Sana), one of several celebratory 

activities in commemoration of the 119th anniversary of Java-

nese immigration to Suriname, opens in Sana Budaya on the 30th 

of July. Several artists connected to the VHJI (Association for the 

Commemoration of Javanese Immigration)) and the Volksacademie 

(Folk academy) as well as members of Soeki Irodikromo’s ceramics 

group present a large and varied collection of artwork which includes 

ceramics, batik, paintings and wood sculptures. 

Raku-baked Ceramics (Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels, 2009)

From July 31st until August 7th the students of artist Cliff San A Jong 

present their work to the public in the IVCC (Instituto Venezolana para 

la Cultura y la Cooperacion). The style of the paintings is predominantly 

classical and realistic and still life’s and portraits dominate the scene. 

To student Carol Chen Poun Joe who recently concluded her 3-year 

study period with Cliff San A Jong, this is also her graduation exhibition.

Her skill definitely stands out and during the exhibition she receives 

high praise by many. 

Satya, Carol Chen Poun Joe (Photo: Sranan Art/Cassandra Gummels, 2009)

Ten students from the NHAA (Nola Hatterman Art Academy) conclude 

an intensive work period (cooperative project between the Gerrit 

Rietveld Academie in Amsterdam and the NHAA in Paramaribo) of 

four weeks, with the exhibition Mapping Paramaribo in the NHAA on

August 7th. With sketches, texts, photos and sculptures the emerging 

artists portray different aspects of the city. The participants are Jeanet 

Oord, Radha Ramdat Misier, Melvio Dikang, Natasha Carron, Delisie 

Abouna, Paul de Jong, Francis Ajaiso, Shaundell Horton, Fabian de 

Randamie and Annemarie Daniël. A lively exhibition with many and 

varied components. Alas: adequate descriptions with information on 

the artist and the work were lacking. 

Mapping Paramaribo (Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

Recently, also in IVCC, there was also the final presentation of the mo-A3 

students of the IOL (institute for the training of teachers): Ronald Dijokromo,

Stefani Deno, Christine Torsoh, Rodney van Halen, Chanel Oosterling, Jaritha 

Hoogdorp en Yvonne Mac Intosh. Particularly standing out was Spruitjes

van vriendschap (Sprouts of friendship), an installation incorporating wire 

mesh, by Jaritha Hoogdorp. The IOL-students are not in training to become 

artists but are trained to develop their didactic skills in that area. 
Spruitjes van vriendschap, (Sprouts of Friendship) Jaritha Hoogdorp (Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/event.asp?menuid=17&site=arts&id=50
http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/artist.asp?artist=arts&menuid=15&site=arts&id=14&name=Kit-Ling Tjon-Pian-Gi&name2=Tjon-Pian-Gi, Kit-Ling
http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/event.asp?menuid=17&site=arts&id=51
http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/
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From the collection

08

Roadside art

For art you do not always have to visit a museum or a gallery. Just think of monuments such 

as the State monument by artist Stuart Robles de Medina, or Baba and Mai by Krishnapersad

Khedoe. More than ever, also in Suriname, we are pleasurably surprised by art in public spaces.

Here are some examples of what you might encounter while strolling through the city or driving

through the district. Do you have a good photograph for this feature? Go ahead and send it to 

us at Sranan Art Xposed and we’ll be happy to include it!  srananart@gmail.com

A beautiful black woman, skin glowing with a blue and purple sheen in the soft light of the 

moon, stares straight at you with a small, self-confident smile. Relaxed yet poised, she 

presents an enticing, almost fairytale-like image against the background of the glistening 

water surface.

This striking painting by artist Cliff San A Jong holds a place of honor in the home of Michelle 

Mannes and Randy Gummels. This painting out of the private collection of the late Rein van 

Ommeren is presented to Michelle as a housewarming gift by his widow, two years ago. What 

exactly is it that fascinates Michelle most about this painting? “The sexy look in the eyes of 

the woman and the beautiful color of her skin.”

text Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld

Cliff San A Jong 
(title and date 

unknown)
Oil on canvas, 
156 x 127cm

Collection 
Michelle Mannes

(Photo: Sranan Art/
Cassandra Gummels-

Relyveld, 2009)

Leaded glass SAB, Jules Brand-Flu
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

Tiptips, George Struikelblok
(Photo: Readytex Art Gallery/William Tsang, 2007)

Plastic bottle-installation, Dhiradj Ramsamoedj
(Photo: Collectie Dhiradj Ramsamoedj)

Faaka tiki-forest, Marcel Pinas
(Photo: Adi Martis, 2009)



09

Bits & Pieces

10

•	 In	 July	 two	 students	 graduated	 from	 the	 AHKCO	

(Academie	voor	Hoger	Kunst-	en	Cultuuronderwijs	–	Academy

for	 Higher	 Art	 and	 Culture	 Education).	 Tapasia	 Daryanani,	

whose	theme	was	Less Fortunate	or	poverty,	and	Manuela	Tjin	

A	Soe	who	choose	the	theme	Fruit,	a fascinating world looked 

at more closely.	The	major	of	both	visual	artists	is	autonomous	

art	(drawing/painting).	Earlier,	before	the	start	of	the	2008-2009	

academic	year,	Soeharto	Kromosetiko	graduated	with	a	major	

in	graphic	design.	His	graduation	project	entailed	a	complete	

transformation	of	the	organizational	identity	of	the	CCS-Library.	

On	the	14th	of	August	Racquel	Yhap	graduates	from	the	AHKCO	

(Academy	for	Higher	Art	and	Culture	education).	Her	major	is	

Graphical	Design	and	her	graduation	presentation	is	held	on	that	

same	night	in	the	IVCC.	The	subject	of	her	thesis	is	the	redesign	

of	the	corporate	identity	of	the	Publishing	Services	Suriname	

Company.	Coordinator	for	Visual	Arts,	Patrick	Tjon	Jaw	Chong,	

complimented	Raquel	Yhap	on	her	perseverance.	A	big	problem

at	 the	AHKCO	 is	 that	students	quit	 their	studies	prematurely	

and	don’t	seem	to	understand	the	importance	of	a	diploma.

•	 The	Volksacademie	voor	Kunst	&	Cultuur	(Folk	academy

for	Art	and	Culture)	opened	its	doors	in	January	of	2009	on	the	

premises	of	Sana	Budaya,	Jozef	Israëlstraat	82	in	Paramaribo.

Several	 courses	 have	 since	 commenced	 and	 the	 academy

has	 plenty	 to	 offer	 to	 young	 and	 old.	 For	 more	 information

on	the	Volksacademie	you	can	visit	the	website	www.vhji.org	>	

Kunst	&	Cultuur	/	>	Volksacademie.	

•	 Paramaribo SPAN	 is	 the	 working	 title	 of	 a	 fascinating	

project	 which	 was	 recently	 started.	 In	 2010	 this	 project	 will	

culminate	 in	a	spectacular	exhibition	and	a	 fantastic	book	 in	

light	 of	 a	 special	 collaboration	 in	 the	 area	 of	 visual	 art.	 The	

project	will	give	special	attention	to	young	artists.	Paramaribo	

SPAN	is	a	project	which	is	 initialized	by	the	Center	for	Visual

Art	 in	 Rotterdam	 (CBK),	 De	 Surinaamsche	 Bank	 (DSB)	 and	

KIT	Publishers.	The	Surinaamsche	Bank	celebrates	her	145th	

birthday	 in	 2010	and	 the	exhibition	 including	 seminar,	which	

will	commence	on	the	26th	of	February	2010,	will	henceforth	

take	place	at	a	prime	location	in	the	former	director’s	residence

and	 attached	 gardens	 of	 the	 bank.	 In	 2007	 the	 CBK	 started	

with	 the	 ArtRoPa	 (Art	 Rotterdam	 Paramaribo)	 project.	 This	

project	 is	part	of	a	 four	year	cooperation	agreement	between	

the	municipality	of	Rotterdam	and	 the	Republic	of	Suriname.	

The	Surinamese	artists	who	have	traveled	to	 the	Netherlands	

within	the	framework	of	ArtRoPa,	as	well	as	the	Dutch	artists

who	came	 to	Suriname,	will	participate	 in	 the	exhibition.	 It	 is	

especially	worth	mentioning	that	for	the	first	time	a	Caribbean

curator	 Chris	 Cozier	 from	 Trinidad,	 has	 been	 engaged	 to	

put	 together	 the	 exhibition.	 Also	 from	 Trinidad	 is	 	 Nicholas

Laughlin,	 who	 will	 make	 and	 manage	 a	 weblog.	 Follow		

www.artropa.nl	 for	 the	 latest	 news	 and	 visit	 the	 blogspot.	

•	 A	new	episode	on	Marcel	Pinas	was	added	to	the	art-DVD

series	 of	 Readytex	 Art	 Gallery.	 The	 camera	 was	 operated	 by

Raoul	 Wijngaarde	 and	 voice-over	 and	 presentation	 are	 by

Cassandra	 Gummels.	 With	 these	 documentaries	 Readytex

Art	 Gallery	 hopes	 to	 familiarize	 the	 larger	 public	 with	 the	

drive	 and	 motivation	 behind	 some	 of	 Suriname’s	 top	 artists.	

Incidentally,	 also	 visual	 artist	 Paul	 Woei	 allows	 art	 lovers	 a	

privileged	 look	 behind	 the	 scenes,	 in	 DVD’s	 about	 his	 work.						

•	 Next	year	the	Fernandes	Company	will	be	100	years	old	

and	Michel	Brahim	intends	to	give	art	a	key	role	in	the	celebration

thereof.	 The	 exact	 plans	 are	 yet	 to	 be	 worked	 out	 with	 the	

Readytex	Art	Gallery	and	the	FVAS	(Federation	of	Visual	Artists

in	Suriname).	As	part	of	these	plans,	starting	in	2010	Fernandes

will	 purchase	 one	 piece	 of	 art	 every	 year,	 which	 will	 then	 be	

donated	 to	 a	 museum	 or	 similar	 establishment.	 The	 purpose	

of	 this	 initiative	 is	 to	 make	 local	 art	 more	 accessible	 to	 the	

youth	of	Suriname.	Michel	Brahim	also	hinted	that	once	every

month	 during	 the	 entire	 celebratory	 year	 of	 2010,	 Fernandes

will	organize	a	special	art	or	culture	related	activity.

Chris Cozier
(Photo: Sranan Art/Marieke Visser, 2009)

Logo - design Raquel Yhap 

Michel Brahim about the Fernandes Company plans.
(Photo: Readtytex Art Gallery /William Tseng, 2009)

art-DVD Marcel Pinas

Blogspot Paramaribo SPAN

Above art by Tapasia Daryanani 
Below art by Manuela Tjin A Soe

http://christophercozier.blogspot.com/
http://nicholaslaughlin.blogspot.com/
http://paramaribospan.blogspot.com/
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/
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A presentation of the artists Neil Fortune, Sunil Puljuhn en Ravi Rajcoomar was recently held 

at the Nola Hatterman Art Academy. Fortune who has already completed two years of his 

studies at the Gerrit Rietveld Academy in Amsterdam has since returned to the Netherlands 

for his last year. Curious to see what Fortune is doing? Take a look  here, here and here. 

With this presentation Puljuhn and Rajcoomar have completed their visiting lectureship at 

Rietveld. All three artists were very enthusiastic about their experience in the Netherlands.

Sunil Puljuhn and Ravi Rajcoomar together with Remond Mangoensemito and Raul 

Wongsodihardjo have also participated in the exhibition Multiculturalism in The Hague. 

Razia Barsatie and Marlon Kromotaroeno are currently also enrolled at the Rietveld Academy 

and have just started their second year.

+++ In August and September Rinaldo Klas will visit the Vermont Studio Center in the US as artist 

in residence +++ As part of the ArtRoPa-project Roberto Tjon A Meeuw, Roddney Tjon Poen Gi 

and Ravi Rajcoomar are guests at Duende in Rotterdam until the end of October +++ Kenneth 

Flijders and Dhiradj Ramsamoedj are next in line to spend a month at the Rietveld Academy in 

Amsterdam as visiting lecturers. This within the framework of the exchange program between 

the Nola Hatterman Art Academy and the Gerrit Rietveld Academy  +++ The French-Guyanese 

artist federation Mirataka, has invited Rinaldo Klas and Kurt Nahar for an exhibition in Kourou 

from the 14th of September until the 8th of November +++ Artists from the Netherlands will also 

be traveling to Suriname. Navin Thakoer and Bas Princen arrive in September. Arnold Schalks 

will also be coming to Suriname again one month later and will work on a project with Alida Neslo. 

On the road
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Good reads

Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi is an artist who also does multi-

disciplinary work. During her big solo-exhibition in the 

new VAT-building, the short film UMA which she created 

in collaboration with Karel Doing and Tanuya Manichand 

was also shown and her book, with the same title as the 

exhibition, was presented: The strength of women. The 

bilingual book includes all pieces of art from the exhibition

and presents to the public Kit-Lings ever growing interest

in the art of writing. With her fictitious stories in the same 

theme as her works of art the artist presents a publication

in which word and image are equally important. 

De kracht van vrouwen /
The Strength of Women, 
Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi. 
Paramaribo, 
Publishing Services 
Suriname, 2009. 
www.publishingservices.com 
ISBN 999 1470047

A different climate,
literally and figuratively: Vermont

(Photo: Collection Kurt Nahar, 2008)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIGamDnjN0E
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWHemAF82r8&feature=related
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZdgWE2qKzU&feature=channel


The website of the AHKCO (Academie voor Hoger Kunst- en Cultuuronderwijs - Academy for 

Higher Art- and Culture education) has recently received a complete make-over. Its coordinator of 

Visual Arts, Patrick Tjon Jaw Chong, is happy with the results of an entire year of hard work. Take a

look at  www.ahkco.net. The website also gives more information about theoneminutes  

project in Suriname. The AHKCO is official representative for the theoneminutes in Suriname.

Interesting to note is that by now a great deal of Surinamese (in the widest sense of the word) 

artists have their own website and/or webpage:

   

On www.youtube.com there are also films to be found by Reinier Asmoredjo, Sri Irodikromo,

Rinaldo Klas, Marcel Pinas and Kurt Nahar. Those who search “stichtingmaldoror”

on You Tube will find a significant collection of films which document on a number

of subjects which are of great relevance to Surinamese art history.
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Status: Connected
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Agenda Suriname

•  The Foundation Art 
Laboratorium Suriname (ArtLab.sr) 
organizes the second Rain Forest

 Art Festival from the 22th - the 25th 
of October 2009 in collaboration with 

the Cultural Center Suriname (CCS), which will also be the location of the 
festival. The theme of this edition is Global Warming. The festival includes 
the Rain Forest Podium with dance, music and theater from Suriname as well 
as abroad; the Rain Forest Art Fair with visual art, crafts and eco-tourism
enterprises and (environmental-)organizations which will supply information
about their activities in the Surinamese tropical rainforest; and also the publi-
cation of a Rain Forest Art notebook calendar. There is also an educational
program for students from advanced elementary schools. 

Daily – Atelier Struikelblok, Amsoistraat 49, Nieuw Charlesburg, Paramaribo, +597 (0)851 0525 / 547090,   
       struikelgeo@yahoo.com, www.struikelblokgeorge.com
Daily – Fort Nieuw Amsterdam, Wilhelminastraat, Nieuw-Amsterdam, Commewijne, +597 (0)32 2225, 
            www.fortnieuwamsterdam.com

• Starting 30 augustus 2009: Sculpturen van Jhunry Udenhout 
• In march / april 2010: Street art in Suriname in collaboration with the Koninklijk Instituut voor 
            de Tropen, ( Royal institute for the tropics), Amsterdam

Daily – Gallery Egi Du / Lifestyle Interiors (Carla Tuinfort), Geertruidastraat 22 / Kaikoesiestraat 1345, 
           Paramaribo, +597 (0)881 6821 / 451202, ctuinfort@yahoo.com
Daily – Gallery Singh, Koningstraat 63, Paramaribo, Tel.: +597 492608, gallerysingh@yahoo.com
Daily – Gallery Steinhoff, Cornelis Jongbawstraat 13, Paramaribo, +597 421146, gallerysteinhoff@sr.net
Daily – House of Art, Kleine Dwarsstraat 1, Paramaribo, +597 426585
Daily – Krasnapolsky Hotel, Lobby, Domineestraat 39, Paramaribo, +597 475050
Daily – Readytex / Readytex Art Gallery, Maagdenstraat 44-48, Paramaribo, +597 421750 / 474380, 
            readytex@cq-link.sr, www.readytexartgallery.com

• 16 sept till 26 sept : Double mini-feature Reinier Asmoredjo en Hanka Woltersdorf
• 13 oct till 27 oct  : Solo-exhibition Kenneth Flijders
• 29 oct till 7 nov : National Artfair
• 18 nov till 28 nov : Mini-feature George Struikelblok
• 16 dec till 26 dec : Double mini-feature Humphrey Tawjoeram en Paul Chang

Daily – Royal House of Art, Royal Torarica, Kleine Waterstraat 10, Paramaribo, +597 473821 / (0)855 3525

• september t/m october:  Exhibition of work from the 70’s 80’s and 90’s by old masters such as     
            Erwin de Vries, Q. Jan Telting, Ron Flu, Paul Chang, Soeki Irodikromo and Hans Lie.

Daily – Surinaams Museum, Fort Zeelandia, Paramaribo, +597 425871, museum@cq-link.sr, 
            http://surinaamsmuseum.net

• Opening Augustus 7 (open for two months) exhibition  Ni’na Kali’na, a story of the Kali’na Tilewuyu 
• december 21 till februari 28: Erwin de Vries, Ode aan de Vrouw (Ode to women) 

Reinier Asmoredjo 

Anand Binda 

Carlos Blaaker

Henna Brunings  

Paul Chang

Ray Daal

Plu de la Fuente

Johan Doelradjak  

Ken Doorson

Kenneth Flijders

Ron Flu 

Gillion Grantsaan

Anita Hartmann

Paul Irodikromo      

Soeki Irodikromo

Sri Irodikromo     

Remy Jungerman

Patricia Kaersenhout

Henry Soekarman Kartotaroeno  

Iris Kensmil

Rinaldo Klas or Rinaldo Klas

Dorette Kuster

Charl Landvreugd 

John Lie A Fo  

Armand Masé  

Kurt Nahar 

Marcel Pinas or Marcel Pinas 

Ravi Shankar Rajcoomar

Kim Sontosoemarto

George Struikelblok or George Struikelblok   

Humphrey Tawjoeram  

Ilene Themen 

Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi or Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi  

Roddney Tjon Poen Gie 

Hariandi Todirijo 

René Tosari

Jhunry Udenhout 

Wilgo Vijfhoven   

Rolina van Vliet

Erwin de Vries

Paul Woei

Hanka Wolterstorff

Ay Xiang 

Sirano Zalman  

www.readytexartgallery.com/reinierasmoredjo
www.anandbinda.com
www.carlosblaaker.com
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2006341&id=1448037905&l=8781ca07f3
www.readytexartgallery.com/paulchang
www.norcab.com/raydaal/index.html
www.dlfd.net
http://cid-834393c7406df585.profile.live.com/
www.kendoorson.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/kennethflijders
www.readytexartgallery.com/ronflu
www.ogrigillion.org
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/artist.asp?artist=arts&menuid=15&site=arts&id=33&name=Anita Hartmann&name2=Hartmann, Anita
http://www.koejake-art.nl/
www.readytexartgallery.com/soeki
www.readytexartgallery.com/sri
www.remyjungerman.com
http://kaersenhout.com/
www.readytexartgallery.com/soeka
www.kensmil.nl
www.rinaldoklas.net
www.readytexartgallery.com/rinaldoklas
http://dorette.deviantart.com/
www.charll.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/johnlieafo
www.readytexartgallery.com/armandmase
www.readytexartgallery.com/kurtnahar
www.marcelpinas.nl
www.readytexartgallery.com/marcelpinas
www.ravirajcoomar.com
www.sontoso.com
www.struikelblokgeorge.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/georgestruikelblok
www.readytexartgallery.com/humphreytawjoeram
www.readytexartgallery.com/ilenethemen
www.kitlingtjonpiangi.net
www.readytexartgallery.com/kitlingtjonpiangi
www.readytexartgallery.com/roddneytjonpoengie
www.hariandi.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/renetosari
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/artist.asp?artist=arts&menuid=15&site=arts&id=83&name=Jhunry Udenhout&name2=Udenhout, Jhunry
www.readytexartgallery.com/wilgovijfhoven
www.readytexartgallery.com/rolinavanvliet
www.erwindevries.com
www.paulwoei.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/hankawolterstorff
www.readytexartgallery.com/ayxiang
www.siranozalman.com
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•	 The	National	Art	Fair	will	 be	held	 for	 the	44th

time	this	year.	The	fair	will	be	open	from	the	30th	of

October	until	the	7th	of	November	in		Ons	Erf,	Prins

Hendrikstraat	17a,	Paramaribo,	+597	472020	/	425687,

onserf@surimail.sr.	

Hrs:	Monday	 thru	Saturday:	09:00-13:00	and	18:00-

21:00,	Sunday:	18:00-21:00.	This	year	the	public	can	

once	again	expect	a	beautiful	overview	of	the	recent	

art	production	across	several	disciplines!

•	 As	a	component	of	the	Rain	Forest	Art	

Fair,	ArtLab.sr	is	preparing	an	exhibition	of	

the	French	photographer/ethnologist	Pierre	

Verger.	 In	 the	 1940’s	 Pierre	 Verger	 (Paris	

1902	 -Salvador	 de	 Bahia	 1996)	 traveled

through	several	areas	amongst	which,	the	

Marowijne-	 and	 Cottica	 area	 where	 he	

documented,	on	photograph,	the	 life,	the	

culture	and	the	religion	of	the	maroons,	in	

particular	the	inhabitants	of	Wanhati.	These	

photographs	 in	 combination	 with	 those

made	in	Africa,	Haïti	and	Brazil,	accurately

document	 the	 similarities	 in	 cultural	 and	

religious	expressions	of	Africans	and	their

descendants	 on	 the	 American	 continent.

The	exhibition	opens	on	the	9th	of	October

and	lasts	until	November	1st.	

(Photo: Courtesy Rain Forest Kunst Festival/Pierre Verger)

Register for your 

free web magazine 

4 x a year 

Sranan Art Xposed 

in your inbox

srananart@gmail.com
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Wakaman & other trans-border art projects

Gillion	Grantsaan,	Remy	Jungerman	and	

Michael	 Tedja	 are	 the	 initiators	 of	 the			

Wakaman-project,	 a	 component	 of	 the	

Intendant Cultural Diversity	project	of	the	

Fonds	BKVB	(Fund	for	Visual	Art	Design	

and	Building	Art)	which	 started	 in	2007.	

The	purpose	of	Wakaman	 is	 to	 research	

Surinamese	art	and	to	ultimately	place	it	

on	the	world	map.

Iris Kensmil & Kurt Nahar, installation, 2009 (exhibition Wakaman 
drawing lines–connecting dots) | (Photo: Adi Martis, 2009)

During	 the	 book	 presentation	 of	 Wakaman drawing lines – connecting dots,	 at	 which	 time

Jungerman	and	Grantsaan	conclude	their	part	of	the	Wakaman-project,	I	ask	myself	whether

the	 original	 objective	 has	 been	 met.	 Do	 the	 exhibitions	 as	 mentioned	 in	 the	 following

segment	and	the	book	presentation	possibly	offer	an	answer	to	my	question?	Has	the	work	

by	Surinamese	visual	artists	now	become	more	well-known	to	the	world?

After	Tedja	separates	himself	from	Jungerman	and	Grantsaan,	he	becomes	engrossed	in Eat the

Frame.	How	this	exhibition	comes	into	being	is	described	in	his	novel	Hosselen	which	appears	

in	 early	 2009.	 Tedja	 asks	 twelve	 artists	 with	 different	 backgrounds	 to	 create	 works	 of	 art.

They	produce	work	in	a	variety	of	disciplines	such	as	installations,	drawings	and	paintings.

The	artists	originate	from	among	others,	the	Netherlands,	the	USA,	Morocco,	South-Africa	and	

Suriname.	Suriname	is	represented	by	René	Tosari,	Eric	Reding	and	Dwight	Marica.	With	Eat 

the Frame	Tedja	above	all	wants	to	prove	to	the	art	world	that	he	is	fed	up	with	the	stigmatisms	

about	Surinamese	visual	art.	By	having	artists	of	varied	backgrounds	exhibit	together	in	a	

renowned	Dutch	gallery,	he	eliminates	the	boundaries	people	impose	on	art.	There	is	no	such	

thing	as	black	or	white	art.	Art	becomes	a	universal	language	which	can	be	read	in	literary	art-

works,	such	as	the	one	written	by	Tedja.	Eat the Frame	turned	into	a	beautiful	exhibition	of	which	

as	a	visitor,	 the	message	 is	not	 immediately	understood	during	 the	 first	visit.	What	are	 the	

similarities	between	the	artists	and	their	work?	These	can’t	be	found	in	stylistic	characteristics.

The	 resemblance	 is	 in	 the	 art	 itself	 and	 in	 the	 way	 in	 which	 the	 artists	 manifest	

their	expressiveness.

At	the	exhibition	Licht aan Zee AA	in	Den	Helder	in	the	Netherlands,	African	artists	are	linked	

to	Caribbean	artists.	Curator	and	artist	Georges	Hanna	is	curious	of	the	similarities	between	

these	artists.	And	those	are	definitely	present.	Not	just	in	the	color	choices	which	the	average	

viewer	can	immediately	notice,	but	it	is	particularly	in	the	inextricable	connection	to	the	roots	

of	the	artist	and	the	way	in	which	they	broach	universal	social	problems.	Their	 identity	and	

beyond borders
text	Priscilla	Tosari

www.bisdomparamaribo.org/lang-nl/afdelingen/dienst-gcc
www.wakamanproject.com
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background seem as one, and define their art. The individual works of art are of great quality 

and while taking in the exhibition you are hurled from one intense artistic expression to the 

other through life-sized sculptures which painfully bring home reality or deeply penetrating 

texts that take you back to a difficult past.                                           

Remy Jungerman acts as guest curator of the exhibition. Together with Iris Kensmil

and Kurt Nahar he presents pieces of art with the title ‘Born on Wednesday’, named 

thus for the Surinamese practice to name babies for the day on which they are born. 

Together with Marcel Pinas they represent Surinamese art at Licht aan Zee AA. 

Whereas Tedja highlights Surinamese art by drawing a parallel with art from other nationalities,

Jungerman and Grantsaan choose Suriname as the center of visual art with the exhibition this 

February past in Paramaribo, Suriname, Wakaman drawing lines – connecting dots and the 

publication of the corresponding book in July. They link three Surinamese artists to three other 

artists (Netherlands and USA) from Surinamese origins. For a period of three months Marcel

Pinas, Ori Plet and Kurt Nahar stay in close contact with respectively Charl Landvreugd, 

Patricia Kaersenhout and Iris Kensmil. The outcome of their dialogues will serve to get to 

the essence of Surinamese art and to pass this on to the rest of the international art world. 

The dialogues between the artists result in a large exhibition in Fort Zeelandia, Paramaribo, 

in February 2009. All of this leads to the book WAKAMAN: drawing lines – connecting dots. 

Contemporary Art Suriname which is presented in early July. In addition to an explanation 

about Wakaman and the interpretation of the works of art from the participating artists, the 

book also includes essays by Luciel Becker, Chandra van Binnendijk, Adi Martis, Rob Perrée 

and Marieke Visser. The end result is a book suitable to provide, at least in part, an under-

standing of Surinamese art and her origins. In part, because Wakaman is only a beginning. 

Interesting to note, is that the above mentioned exhibitions analyze Surinamese art in different 

ways. By allowing the differences with other art nationalities to fade away and accentuating 

the common ground (Art!), in Eat the Frame, Surinamese art becomes art and not black art. 

Georges Hanna brings Surinamese art together with other non-western forms of art in order to 

find a common identity. Wakaman comes closer to the source, but includes influences from the 

Netherlands and the USA. Surinamese art after all, has universal worth. The previous projects

further indicate that Surinamese art is very much on the move. The tone has been set. 

Eat the Frame: until August 22nd 2009, Galerie Nouvelles Images. With works by René Tosari, 

Carl Pope, Gean Moreno, Jean Bernard Koeman, Anton Vrede, Hamid el Kanbouhi, Dwight 

Marica, Eric Reding, Miek Hoekzema, Mirjam Kort, Kaleb de Groot and Moshekwa Langa.

Curator: Michael Tedja.
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Licht aan Zee AA: 
until August 29th 2009, De Kunstuitleen, Den Helder. With 
works by Remy Jungerman, Iris Kensmil, Marcel Pinas, Kurt 
Nahar, David Bade, Tirzo Martha, Papa Adama, Luan Nel, 
Vitshois Mwilambwe and Meshac Gaba. Curator: Georges 
Hanna, guest curator: Remy Jungerman.

Eat the Frame!, 
Michael Tedja  Amsterdam, KIT Publishers & DFI Publishers, 
2009. ISBN 9789460220333

WAKAMAN: 
drawing lines - connecting dots. Contemporary Art Suriname, 
Gillion Grantsaan & Remy Jungerman, 2009. To order: 
IDEA BOOKS. ISBN 9789077966525.  
See also www.wakamanproject.com

René Tosari, Diversity is Power, mixed media on canvas, 
(10x) 150 x 100 cm, 2009 (exhibition Eat the Frame)
(Photo: Courtesy Galerie Nouvelles Images,
The Hague, The Netherlands)

beyond borders Agenda

• Opening on Curaçao at the Mon Art Gallery in the Renaissance Rif Fort 
at Otrabanda is the exhibition Boundless roots with photographs by Franciska 
Relyveld and Calabash art by Carola Auceps. Franciska was born and raised in 
Suriname but has been living in Curaçao for many years. Inspired and awed by the 
beauty of nature in pristine and remote areas, she spends a great deal of her time 
on Curacao and during her vacations in Suriname, behind the lens of het camera. In 
the exhibition Boundless roots she presents, printed on canvas, a prime collection
of Surinamese nature photographs. Mon Art Gallery Sept. 25th –Oct. 5th. 2009.

• Sylvia Lo-A-Njoe shows her work in an exhibition named Paintings and 
portraits together with Hugo Vermeulen Objects in the Waterland Photo Gallery
in Broek in Waterland, NL, from September 12th until November 2009.

• Erwin de Vries is presented with a large comprehensive exhibition by the 
Kunsthal in Rotterdam, from September 12th until the end of November 2009. 
Immediately afterwards the exhibition will travel to the Surinamese Museum at Fort 
Zeelandia, where it will be officially opened on December 20th, a day before Erwin’s 
80th birthday. The exhibition will last until the 28th of February 2010. This year the 
artist will also receive the oeuvre award from the city of Amsterdam

• From September 14th until November 8th Kurt Nahar and Rinaldo Klas will 
participate in an exhibition in Kourou, La Guyane Française. The exhibition is organized
by the Mitaraka association in cooperation with the town hall of Kourou.

• Kurt Nahar will participate in the Cultural Crossroads National Juried
Exhibition in the USA from October 8th until the 20th of November. 
De exhibition is organized by the AAWS – Associated Artists of Winston Salem and 
will be juried by curator and director of Diaspora Vibe Gallery, Rosie Gordon-Wallace.

Sylvia Lo-A-Njoe, 
(Photo: Courtesy 
Waterland Art 
Gallery/Olaf Klijn)

Exhibition 
Erwin de Vries
80th birthday

www.nouvellesimages.nl
www.lichtaanzee.nl
www.ideabooks.nl
www.monartgallerycuracao.com
www.freewebs.com/dekorsou/
www.sillylokunst.com
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beyond borders bits & Pieces
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Invisible Men – work on paper by Patricia

Kaersenhout is quite a remarkable art book, 

beautifully published by Eindeloos publishers, 

www.eindeloospublishers.com. 

Kaersenhout incidentally, is also a participant 

of the Wakaman drawing lines – connecting 

dots project. From the publisher’s website:  

“Inspired by the book Invisible man from 

Ralph Ellison, Patricia Kaersenhout goes in 

search of the invisible men in her own life. 

She opens doors and bangs them shut again. 

And sometimes when it appears as though 

she is standing face to face with her invisible 

man, he looks straight through her.

On the pages of an old biology book, upon 

which there are illustrations of intestines, 

skin structures, hair, digestion et cetera, she 

attempts to visualize the invisible; from spirit to flesh. 

In this book the front as well as the back is shown; the invisible visible and the visible 

invisible.”

Invisible Men – work on paper by Patricia Kaersenhout. Text and editing were done

by Eva van Leeuwen, and interview with visual artist Patricia Kaersenhout was done by

Rob Perrée. Eindeloos publishers, 2009. ISBN 078-90-78824-02-2

beyond borders Good reads
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Input for 
Sranan Art Xposed is 

welcome! Photo’s, text, 
art, tips, idea’s: 

the floor is yours! 

Mail at
srananart@gmail.com.

Colofon

Sranan Art Xposed
Weblog: http://srananart.wordpress.com/
Photographs: http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/

Reactions: srananart@gmail.com
Production: Readytex Art Gallery 
Text & editing:  Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld (Paramaribo, Suriname), 
  Priscilla Tosari (Amsterdam, Nederland) & 
                       Marieke Visser (Paramaribo, Suriname)
English Translation: Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld

Photography, unless stated otherwise: Readytex Art Gallery / William Tsang
Lay-out: Sabine Jong A Lock

• This year Kurt Nahar participates in the Venice Biennal

in Italy with one work of art. His work is exhibited in the NY 

Arts Venice Pavillion as part of the Works on Paper-exhibition

from June 7th until November 22nd of 2009. After the 

conclusion of the Biennal, The Works on paper-exhibition 

will be transferred to Beijing, China, where it will be shown 

at the NY Arts Beijing Gallery for a period of one month.

Work by Eric Reding & Dwight Marica, 2009 (exhibition Eat the Frame)
(Photo: Courtesy Galerie Nouvelles Images, Den Haag, Nederland)

Work by Kurt Nahar & Remy Jungerman, 2009 (exhibition Licht aan Zee AA)
(Photo: Courtesy Georges Hanna)

• An interesting website is the digital version of the

Caribbean cultural magazine Small Axe. A recent issue

included an article by Rob Perrée about Remy Jungerman &

Gillion Grantsaan’s project Wakman drawing lines –

connecting dots. Look on the website www.smallaxe.net >

sx space > works and then scroll down. There you will also find an

 article on Marcel Pinas by Nancy Hoffmann. A bit further down is

the piece by Rob Perrée. He talks about how important it is for

Surinamese artists to look more towards the Caribbean and 

Latin America and talks about the drawbacks of an excee-

dingly large dependence upon the former mother country 

• In the first half of this year Marcel Pinas has had two 

large solo-exhibitions in the Netherlands. Kibri a Kulturu in 

Gemak, The Hague (April 25 – June 21) and Kibii Wi in the 

Stedelijk Museum in Schiedam (May 24 – August 23). With his 

culturally inspired Multimedia installations and other Works of 

art, he draws attention to the many problems facing maroon

– and indigenous communities in Suriname today.  . 

Work by Marcel Pinas, 2009 (exhibition Kibri a Kulturu in Gemak, Den Haag)

• From July 17th until August 23rd artwork by Dhiradj

Ramsamoedj was part of the exhibition Something Different

at the APW Gallery in New York.

Dhiradj Ramsamoedj, Memory Plates (Photo: Courtesy Dhiradj Ramsamoedj, 2009) SAX is 
made 
possible
by:

Thank u!
Gran tangi!




